A pollen diagram from a lake in the former bed of the eastern arm of Lake Agassiz in northern Minnesota records a vegetation of spruce forest followed by immigration successively of Pinus banksiana and (or) P. resinosa at 10 000 B.P., then Abies and Pteridium,and still later Alnus. Between 8000 and 7000 B.P. 
Introduction
Much of Minnesota is situated in the tension zone between prairie and deciduous forest.
Towards the north this deciduous forest belt thins out and is replaced by aspen parkland (Fig. 1 ). Pollen studies in Minnesota (Wright et al. 1963; McAndrews 1966) point toward an eastern extension of the prairie formation in mid-postglacial time, followed by return of the forest. In the Itasca area of northwestern Minnesota the bogs began their development after this prairie period (Janssen 1967a) . A C-14 date from the base of Lindford bog, west of the Myrtle Lake peatland, revealed an age of 4360 B.P. (Heinselman 1963) , indicating that most of the peat accumulated after the prairie period.
Since then, according to Heinselman, most (Zoltai 1961 (Heinselman 1968 ).
According to Heinselman (1963 Heinselman ( , 1968 (1932) , McAndrews (1966) , Schoenike (1963) , and Wright and Ruhe (1965 (Fig. 3A) .
Myrtle Lake is situated 1.5 miles from the southern end of the peatland (Fig. 3B) (1963, 1968) for the area may be grouped (Fig. 2) according to a classification developed for the Itasca State Park area, 100 miles to the southwest (Janssen 19676 (Janssen 1966 (Wright et al. 1968 ). The regional vegetation development can thus be compared with that elsewhere in northeastern Minnesota, as well as in other parts of Minnesota.
As the discussion of results will show, similar migration rates of forest dominants may result in similar pollen assemblages that are not necessarily synchronous everywhere.
To avoid any time-stratigraphic implication for the zone boundaries, the convention of designating pollen zones by the initials of the site is followed here (Cushing 1967 (Raup 1935; Ritchie 1957; Thieret 1964 In an earlier paper (Janssen 1967a 
